Saint George Church - Worcester and Holden

May 7, 2023 - Fifth Sunday of Easter

40 Brattle Street Worcester, MA 01606
Parish Office: 508-853-0183 Ext. 110
www.saintgeorgesparish.org

Parish Staff: It is our privilege to serve you.

Rev. Edward D. Niccolls, Pastor Ext. 112
Rev. Miguel A. Pagan, Assoc. Pastor Ext 117
Deacon Paul T. Audette Ext.113

Annie Doyle, Pastoral Outreach
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org Ext.111

Patty LaBonte, Parish Admin Assistant
office@saintgeorgesparish.org Ext.110
Fax 508-854-0864

Current Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Online Giving: Kathy Hessel at:
mkhessel@aol.com

For information regarding Pastoral Care of the
Sick, Marriage Preparation, Confirmation, and
Ministry Involvement, we invite you to call the
Parish Office.

Fifth Sunday
of Easter

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be

troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me.
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.

If there were not, would | have told you that | am going
to prepare a place for you?” John 14:1-2

Baptism Information:

Please contact

Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 or
email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com

Eucharist Celebrated:

Saturday 4:00 PM

Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM
Live-Streamed Mass is offered on our parish
website each Sunday at 10:00 AM.

Weekday Masses:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 8:00 AM
Tuesday 12:10 PM, and Thursday 5:30 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Confessions are heard inside the church
2:30 PM—3:15 PM on Saturdays.

We, the parish community of St George,
celebrate the welcoming presence of Christ in
our lives. Together with the universal Church,
we are nourished and sustained through the

Mystery of the Holy Eucharist, and we are
inspired by the proclamation of the Word,
guided by the Holy Spirit. We continually
seek to grow in a deeper understanding of

our faith, to respect the sanctity of human life,

and respond to what Jesus asks of us in our
time by sharing our gifts and participating
in parish activities and outreach to others.

A Community of Ministies, May 7, 2023
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From Your Pastor

Return to the Distribution of Communion
Under Both Species:

Bishop McManus has lifted the last of the COVID-19 restric-
tions from three years ago and will allow the distribution of
the Precious Blood along with the distribution of the Body of
Christ during Mass once again. The bishop has given this
permission to pastors whenever they deem it appropriate for
Communion under both species to occur in their parishes. In
light of the fact that the number of Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion greatly diminished during this three-year
period, the return to the distribution of the Precious Blood will
begin in a limited manner here at St. George’s (with two cups
at the center communion station of the church) beginning this
weekend, May 6"/7".

PLEASE NOTE: The practice of dipping the consecrated
host into the cup containing the Precious Blood, called intinc-
tion, is not allowed. To receive the Precious Blood, the only
practice that is allowed is to take the cup from the minister
after responding “Amen.”, consume a little of the Precious
Blood, and give the cup back to the minister. Thank you for
your cooperation.

Seminarian Summer Assignment: | am pleased to announce
that Daniel Morrissey who is finishing his first year of Pre-
Theology at John’s Seminary in Brighton will be assigned
here for this summer. Dan is a native of North Oxford and
will begin his assignment here later this month. | look for-
ward to Dan’s arrival here for his summer assignment, and |
am sure that you will welcome him with the same hospitality
that you have shown to our other seminarians in the past.

Upcoming Ordinations: On Saturday, May 20", at 10:00 A.M.
Luke Johnson (our seminarian from the summer of 2021) will
be ordained to the Diaconate at St. Paul’s Cathedral. On
Saturday, June 3", at 10:00 A.M. Deacon Peter Bui (our
seminarian from the summer of 2019) will be one of two
young men who will be ordained to the Priesthood at St.
Paul’s Cathedral. Please make a note of these dates and if
your schedules allow, plan on attending these ordinations.

Holyday of Obligation:

Please note the dates & times of the Masses.
Thursday, May 18th, is the Solemnity of the Ascension of
Our Lord Jesus Christ into Heaven and a holyday of obliga-
tion that is still observed on Thursday in our Diocese of
Worcester. Masses for this holyday will be on Thursday at
8:00 A.M., 12:10 P.M. and 5:30 P.M.

Fr. Niccolls

Mass Intentions

Saturday, May 6, 2023
4:00 PM In Memory of Harry H. Dapper, Jr., 5th Anmversary
Requested by his Family
Sunday, May 7, 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of Laurel Mclnnis, 2nd Anniversary
Requested by her Family
10:00 AM In Memory of Marie Claire Grisson
Requested by Alice Lavoie
Monday, May 8, 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of Miguel A. Pagan, Sr.
Requested by Fr. Miguel A. Pagan
Tuesday, May 9, 2023
12:10 PM In Memory of Lorraine Vayo
Wednesday, May 10, 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of Robert Bullard
Thursday, May 11, 2023
5:30 PM In Memory of Constance Waite, 1st Anniversary
Requested by her husband Martin Waite
Friday, May 12, 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of Gerald Duclos
Saturday, May 13, 2023
4:00 PM In Memory of Thomas Kim
Requested by his Family
Sunday, May 14, 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of Dorothy Tinsley, 5th Anniversary
Requested by her Children and Grandchildren
10:00 AM In Memory of Anna Wong and Agnes Wong
Requested by Seraphina Wong

PIETA

is an ongoing support group for
bereaved parents. Anyone who has
experienced the death of a child is
welcome to attend. Next meeting on:

Monday, May 8th at 7:00 PM in the Church Hall

For more information, call Terry Gentile 508-284-0796 or
Sue Stevens at 508-852-4887, email pieta3@gmail.com.

7( Building a house requires no small
WORD & amount of patience, careful planning
: and attention to the budget. It's excit-

ing to watch as progress is made step-by-step until the build-
ing is under roof and the attention is focused on the construc-
tion inside. Each day brings us closer to the goal of finishing
the house and having a family move in.

The Apostles are nervous and uncertain, trying to grasp the
meaning of all that has happened. Jesus wants them to have
confidence in God’s plan and He is very clear and very cer-
tain. Jesus knows His Father's house. The apostles have
nothing to fear. Jesus has done it all, not only preparing a
place in His Father’s house for everyone, but also giving Him-
self as the way, the truth and the life. The last step He leaves
for us to take: follow Him with all that we are and all that we
have so that we will be all that He wants us to be.

Our faith is not insulated from the temptations of sin and
failure, from doubt and even despair. We need to keep work-
ing and build the Kingdom of God. We choose to build a life
of grace and peace, of faith and trust. The example of Jesus,
His words and His life, guide us and give us hope as we fol-
low Him to the Father. ~ J.Gaffney-Pilot Bulletins

E Stewardship Thought of the Week ~

“Those who have faith in Me will do the works | do, and
far greater than these,” Jesus tells His disciples. That’s
qwte an assignment for us as Chrlstran stewards'
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Weekly Collection
April 24, 2023 - April 30,2023
On Line Giving: $ 1,305.10
Ordinary Collection: $ 4,522.00

r’xf Total: $5,827.10
- Month of April Fund donations:
./‘ A/C Fund $ 265.00
Fuel Fund $ 350.00
_ Repairs Fund $ 125.00
Monthly Fund $2,310.40
Total: $3,050.40

Thank you for your generosity!
We are truly grateful.
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An email was sent from Kathy Hessel, Patty LaBonte and
Our Sunday Visitor about online giving. Our Online Giving
vendor is changing and you should have received instruc-
tions on how to enroll with Our Sunday Visitor.

Anytime from April 5th through May 31st you may start
your online giving with Our Sunday Visitor and then stop all
recurring donations from ParishSoft. Because of the security
of your banking or credit card information we cannot do this
for you. However, we are here to assist. Once you have re-
viewed the material and begun the change-over process, let
us know if you need further assistance.
Visit St. George Website: https://saintgeorgesparish.org/
If you have any questions please contact:
Kathy Hessel at mkhessel@aol.com or
Patty LaBonte at office@saintgeorgesparish.org

Online Donors
Update

.\ Be the face of

<CHRIST

,\ Ba/ nd bis be /pmg ,IIIIIIIJ

Partner’s in Charity

St. George Church

donated $55,665.00,
our goal is $95,000.00
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Please consider donating. Thank you for helping!
Our agencies and ministries are faces of hope to so many.
Your pledge or one-time gift is a tangible way to be a ‘face
of Christ and his helping hands’ to the world through your
support of the agencies and ministries which rely on this
appeal for the funding each year. And you, in turn, share in
the joy of bringing hope into the lives of those we serve.
Please visit Partners-Charity.net to view the online video
showing some of the many charities, ministries and educa-
tional programs that rely on your generosity. To donate you
can place your donation in the collection basket at Mass, by
using the Partners in Charity envelopes in the pews, or text
the word “donate” to 84576 to access the online giving page,
donate online at www.Partners-Charity.net or call in a
pledge at 508-929-4366. Checks payable to: Partners in
Charity send to 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA 01609.

Join us for Coffee Shop Club
after 8:00 & 10:00 AM Masses
May 7 - Robert Gray and Team " Coon e
May 14 - Jim Moughan and Team
May 21 - Kathy Hessel and Team $1.00 each
May 28 - NO COFFEE SHOP- Memorial Day Weekend
Coffee, donuts, bulkies, and fellowship! Please join a team!
Each team serves once every 10 weeks all teams need help!
Sign up at the Coffee Shop or come to find out more. Coffee
Club meetings are 2nd Sunday every other month.
Contact Andy Fish: andy@andyTfish.com or 508-901-7813

or call the Parish Office at 508-853-0183

Darish Calendar

Saturday, May 6, 2023

8:00 AM Rosary Group Church
8:00 PM AA Meeting Church Hall
Sunday, May 7, 2023

After 8:00 & 10:00 AM Mass Coffee Shop Church Hall
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy Church Hall

3:00 PM Confirmation St. Paul’s Cathedral
Monday, May 8, 2023
7:00 PM Pieta Support Group
Tuesday, May 9, 2023
6:00 - 7:00 PM Emmaus Ministry Mtg, Rm 107 Parish Center

Wednesday, May 10, 2023

Church Hall

1:30 - 2:30 PM Gentle Yoga Church Hall
Thursday, May 11, 2023

11:00 AM Faith Sharing Church Hall
6:00 PM Family Prayer Night Church
Friday, May 12, 2023

Saturday, May 13, 2023

8:00 PM AA Meeting Church Hall
Sunday, May 14, 2023 Mother’s Day

After 8:00 & 10:00 AM Mass Coffee Shop Church Hall
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy Church Hall

St. George Book Club

Tuesday, May 16th, 2023
Parish Center Room 107 1:00 - 2:00 PM

The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict
and Victoria Christopher Murray

Contact Nancy Forhan 508-963-9909
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Gentle Yoga for “Every Body”

In-person on
Wednesdays 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM in the Church Hall

Gentle Yoga is focused on a relaxed pace and gentler
approach to yoga postures, stretching, breathing, and
guided relaxation. Gentle yoga helps with flexibility,
strength and well-being while relaxing your mind,
increasing your energy, and reducing stress.

You do not need to be flexible to do yoga!

Contact Sue Stevens: MonarchYoga@agmail.com

Bulletin Item Due Dates:

Weekend of : Due by:
May 21, 2023 May 11, 2023
May 28, 2023 May 18, 2023

Please submit items by 10:00 AM on or before the due date.
E-mail our Parish Admin Assistant Patty LaBonte at
office@saintgeorgesparish.org The best way to book or
reserve a Mass is to call our office: 508-853-0183.
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Prayer Before Mass &od |
Almighty ever-living God, constantly accom- "
plish the Paschal Mystery within us, that those -
you were pleased to make new in Holy Bap- i

tism may, under your protective care, bear

much fruit and come to the joys of life eternal. Through our

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen

Notice from the Diocesan
Office of Healing and Prevention
If you have been abused or victimized by someone repre-
senting the Catholic Church, please believe in the possibility
for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come
forward and speak out. Contact Judith Audette, Diocese of
Worcester victim assistance coordinator, at (508) 929-4363.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
As you devote your life to God and to your SPOUSE, you will
see many miracles, wonders, and a renewal in your relation-
ship. One way to devote your life to God and your spouse is
to sign up and attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter ex-
perience. You will learn ways/tools to renew and revitalize
your relationship.
June 2-4, 2023 in Upton, MA.
June 23-25, Sept. 22-24, 2023 in Huntington, NY.
August 11-13, 2023 in CT
October. 20-22, 2023 in VT
Worldwide Marriage Encounter sponsors a variety of
in-person and virtual marriage experiences, some on week-
ends and some on seven weekdays. Couples explore their
relationship with each other, God and the Church.
Registration is limited; there is a $100 application fee.
For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle
at 978-870-5646 or https://wwmema.org/

Deacow Paul Audette

James Martin Speaks to us through his
“Essential Writings”

In this essay from the June 6, 2012 issue of America maga-
zine, James Martin SJ expresses his frustrations with the
church, including sharp divisions between Catholics and de-
nunciations of leading progressive Catholics as heretics.
However, it also indicates where Martin believes healing is
possible and movement beyond impasse most likely: in a
focus on Christ, on the saints, on the long arc of history. (Part
IV and Conclusion): “Dear God, help me to remember all your
saints. Most of them had it a lot worse than | do. They were
frustrated with your church at times, struggled with it, and
were occasionally persecuted by it. Joan of Arc was burned
at the stake by church authorities. Ignatius of Loyola was
thrown into jail by the Inquisition. Mary MacKillop was excom-
municated. If they can trust in your church in the midst of
those difficulties, so can |. Give me courage...Help me to be
peaceful when people tell me that | don’t belong in the
church, that I'm a heretic for trying to make things better, or
that I'm not a good Catholic. | know that | was baptized. You
called me by name to be in your church, God. As long as |
draw breath, help me remember how the holy waters of bap-
tism welcomed me into your holy family of sinners and saints.
Let the voice that called me into your church be what | hear
when other voices tell me that I'm not welcome in the church.
Give me peace...Most of all, help me to place all of my hope
in your Son. My faith is in Jesus Christ. Give me only his love
and his grace. That’s enough for me...Help me God and help
your church...Amen.”

Eucharistic Adoration in the Church

The Thursday evening and Friday morning
Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration will be:
Thursday, June 1st, 2023 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Saint George Saturday Rosary Group

You are invited to attend our once a month
Saturday morning Rosary Group.
First Saturday of every month.
Currently, we are meeting in the
Church at 8:00 AM May 6th, 2023

If interested, please contact Jim Hachey at 508-579-9623

Friday, June 2nd, 2023 after 8:00 AM Mass-10:00 PM. We
hope you can come join us in prayer and to spend time in the
presence of Jesus Christ.

Family Prayer Night Thursdays
6:00 PM in the Church

In the Church, there is a gathering of
people who pray for all families. The
Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary
are prayed. This is a wonderful op-
portunity to learn to pray the Rosary.
8" "~ Eucharistic Adoration is also a part of
$ ' this wonderful time of prayer on the first
M8 Thursday and Friday of each month.

I AM THE WAY
THE TRUTH
THE LIFE

NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER EXCEPT
THROUGE ME.

JTOMN 146

Back to Basics Narcotics Anonymous
Support group for those attempting to recover from drugs.
Our Lady of Lourdes, Parish Hall 1290 Grafton St, Worc.
Meetings are every Friday from 7:00 - 8:00 PM

National Helpline: 1-800-662-4357

Readings
To-Go!

Sth Sunday of Easter
May 7, 2023

Scan QR code to see
this week’s readings!
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Religious Educatiow
“Growing Together in Faith” Sarah Kelly, Administrator
Phone: 508-852-1784
Sarah Kelly’'s email: sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org
Kevin Browne’s email: kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org

Please keep our 29 Confirmation candidates
in your prayers.

Confirmation Ceremony: at Cathedral of St. Paul, May 7th,
2023 at 3:00 PM. Contact Sarah Kelly with any questions.

Last Classes for Grades 1-9 were held the week of April
23rd, 2023. We look forward to next year’s classes in Sep-
tember. Have a safe Summer!

Fall Registration:

Registration information will be emailed to families for grades
1 to Confirmation in May 2023. Please contact Sarah Kelly if
you have any questions or have not received an email in
May to register for Fall 2023 Religious Education classes.

If interested in helping or any questions, then please reach
out to Sarah or Kevin via email.

Grades 1 to Confirmation questions:
Please email Sarah at sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org

Youth Ministry questions:
Please email Kevin at kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org

Family Dinner in Leicester
Knights of Columbus will have a Family Dinner on:

Thursday, May 11 at 6:00 PM
at Knights of Columbus Hall
90 Mandeville St., Leicester.

Menus choices:
Pasta and Meatballs or Baked Fish.
Cost is $15.00 and includes salad, dessert and coffee.
Call Don at 508-615-8434 for reservations.

THE FAMILY CONNECTION

On Behalf of Others: an advocate is someone who acts on
behalf of someone else. Adult children advocate for elderly
parents, elected officials advocate for their constituents. Dis-
cuss ways that you might advocate for the following: a child
who is always picked last for a sports team, or a teenage girl
who is pregnant.

Never get tired of
doing little things
for others.
Sometimes those
litte things take up
a big place in their

HEART!

WlsmmaGinaleszzac
GRANDPARENTS:

All interested grandparents are asked to pray for the safety
and well-being of their grandchildren. Copies of Grandpar-
ent Prayers are available on the back table in the church hall
under the bulletin board. Contact Ruth at 508-852-5658 or
email: ruthviens@charter.net

Grandparents make memories
that the heart holds forever.

Girl Scout Troop 64885
Meet the first and third Tuesdays

Our next meeting will be on:
Tuesday May 16th, at 6:30-7:30 PM
in the Church Hall

Contact Michelle Vigneux email: Mrs.vigneux@gmail.com

)

GIRLSCOUTS
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J|

Youth Ministry Gathering
Please contact Kevin Browne
For next gathering.
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Open to grades 7-12 Please contact:

Email: kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org

Baptisms in the Church Family
If you, a family member, or friend is interested
in receiving the Sacrament of Baptism,
we invite you to contact us today:
Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 or
email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com

4! Which people are living examples of faith to you?
Saint George Parish

[
ﬁ Scholarships

Congratulations to our graduating Seniors!
Our prayers and best wishes are with you!
Parish Scholarships are now available. Applications may be
found at the back entrance of the Church Hall and on the
Parish Website. Completed applications are due at the:

Parish Office no later than
1:30 PM on June 1, 2023

Baccalaureate Mass will be here at St. George Church on
Sunday, June 11, 2023 at 10:00 AM.
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S St. George Parish Outreach

Ann Doyle 508-450-4134
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org

Current Parish Outreach Needs and Opportunities

Mustard Seed Catholic Worker: Reusable grocery bags for
the Food Pantry are needed. Our next meal is Friday, May
19. Volunteers and donations would be greatly appreciated.
Men’s T-shirts, shorts and jeans are needed in the clothing
room.

IHN Family Shelter: Our annual week of service is June
18-24. Please save these dates. Volunteers will be needed to
help donate evening and overnight hours which help staff the
shelter. There will also be a need to help with cleaning, gar-
dening, painting and other activities. Donations of “Hope for
Housing Cards” will help provide supplemental food items for
meals. Call Annie today if you are interested in leaning more.

Our Afghanistan Families: The Ramadan Fast has ended!
The family celebrated with delicious food and gifts for the chil-
dren. During this past year the school age children are now
able to speak and read in English! They are so excited about
playing soccer on a local team! As you know, the cost of liv-
ing has gone up for everyone so now both dads are working
overtime to help meet their basic needs cost of living. Thank
you for your donation of Big Y Hope for Housing Cards!

Your Help is Needed to Feed the Hungry
\“‘
Y Healthy snacks: fruit cups, granola bars,
and individual packages of nuts.

Special Needs for May:

The homeless carry small amounts of food with them.
Winter shelters are closed now. The one remaining
shelter only holds 50 people. The homeless are
living outside - wherever they can find a safe area.

All types of food donations are always welcome and can
be left in the “Outreach Collection Area” just outside the
entrance to the Church Hall on the basement level.

THANK YOU!
To each and every one of you who continue to donate so
generously! Cases of soup, wonderful peanut snacks,
face cloths, toilet paper, and so much more!

v

AW Children Are Welcome

The community of St. George warmly welcomes chi"ldren:
e Babies who make sounds that carry our prayers t,

heaven

Toddlers who wiggle and jump,

thtle ones who ask a million questions,
e Older children who are growing in their friendship
! with Jesus are all welcome.

Children belong here. We all belong to Christ.
We are all God’s people.

!e invite you to sit up front when you come to Mass. It’l
sier for children to see and hear there. At the 10AM
Mass children are invited downstairs for part of the
Mass. '
- Toddlers, preschoolers and kindergarteners, accom-
panied by a parent, can move around a bit, sing and
listen to the Gospel story in a simple way.

e Children in Grades 1-3 attend the “Children’s L|tur§
“of the Word” where they will hear the Readings and

Gospel in an age appropriate way. N

Please join us after Mass every Sunday in the
Church Hall for coffee and donuts.

Hope For Housing Cards Help
Prevent Family Homelessness

Hope for Housing is a non-profit program
developed by our parishioner Matt Ryan. |
Matt has left us with this legacy which utilizes the collective
buying power of 30 congregations to raise money for the
prevention of family homelessness.

These Gift Cards for local retailers, including Big Y, CVS,
Dunkin' Donuts, Hannaford, Panera, Shaws, Stop & Shop
Target, Starbucks, and TJ Max are purchased in bulk, which
in turn are sold to members of participating congregations
who receive the full value of the card. The retailers donate
2-10% of all sales to the Hope for Housing program. By pur-
chasing gift cards for your use at local retailers, you can help
to stabilize families by providing counseling and support.

Please buy “Hope for Housing Cards” available after all
Masses. See Dave and Sue Genereux in the Church Hall
after Mass. Any questions call them at: 978-833-0306

Fucharist and Prayers for the Sick

Especially during these difficult times, please call to let us
know if a family member or neighbor is hospitalized, home-
bound orill. Call Ann Doyle at 508-450-4134. We want to be
with you in prayer and support. We can perhaps arrange a
visit and possibly bring Eucharist. Remember that due to
HIPAA regulations, unless you allow the hospital or health
care institution to release information and list St. George’s as
your religious affiliation, we are not informed that you are a
patient. Thank you for your understanding.

Men’s Prayer Shawls Needed

Thank you to all who knit and crochet.
We are in need of Men’s Large and
Extra Large dark colors prayer shawls.
Please call Annie or bring them to the
Parish Center Mon-Thurs 8:30-2:30 PM.

KNIT. CROCHET. PRAY.

Call Annie Doyle at 508-450-4134 for details.
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Our Pavrish Vision: To welcome all, build connections to Christ
and one another, and [tve our faith as true disciples of Jesus.

Emmaus Ministry

UPDATE: Evening of Reflection
“On the Road to Emmaus”
from St. Luke S Gospel

All who attended had a wonderful time
with good dlscussmn apd-,sharmg

.. A special shout out tc ;)quds for her
creative and mforma} ‘fﬂ’esentatlon

Thank you to all wh workéd so hard
to make this eveni g very enjoyable'

The\Emmaus Mlmstry
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Spiritual Growth Ministry Corner
Ministry Leader: Bonnie Moran
Saintgeorgespiritual growth@gmail.com

%

) ¢ “Save the Date:
2 ¢Friday, June 2nd, 2023
Emmaus Ministry and

Parish Wide Celebration
7:00pm in the Church Hall
1 Details to follow.

For information about Emmaus Ministry contact
JoAnn Nally or Andrea Svagdys-Gumbrell

Email emmaus.stgeorge@gmail.com
or call 508-853-0183

Faith Sharing Groups
Monday Faith Sharing Group will meet:
May 22nd at 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
in the Parish Center, Room 107
Wednesday Faith Sharing Group will meet:
May 24th at 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM
in the Parish Center, Room 107
If interested in joining a group, please contact JoAnn.
Handicapped Accessible. Call JoAnn Nally 508-527-6973

Father Simeon, O.C.S.O. (formerly Erasmo Leiva-Merikakis)
is a Trappist monk at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer. He re-
cently published Volume IV of Fire of Mercy, a 3,000 page
meditation (verse by verse) on the Gospel of St. Matthew.
This excerpt from his exegesis on Matthew 26:26 (While they
were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it
and giving it to his disciples said, “Take and eat; this is my
body.”) gives us something to think about in this year of Eu-
charistic Renewal.

“...from the beginning everything about the first creation
was oriented by God toward a second and final creation
whereby God would bestow himself as man’s food...We must
readily admit that Take and eat; this is my body is indeed out-
rageous, bringing us squarely before the Chestertonian (G.K.
Chesterton, 1874-1936) reduction: either this is the affirma-
tion of a madman, or it is literally true. Taken literally, and in
isolation from the whole history of revelation, it is likely to pro-
voke natural aversion and elicit repugnance at almost every
level of human sensibility, rationality, and mental comfort.
Jesus’ words would seem to be promoting some form of
masochistic cannibalism. And yet we plainly encounter Jesus’
unequivocal pronouncements on the matter in the sacred text
of all four evangelists, in the affirmations of the apostle Paul,
in the earliest patristic documents...as well as all along the
uninterrupted liturgical and doctrinal tradition of the undivided
Church of both East and West...Inevitably endless attempt
have been made through the ages by certain naysayers to
dilute, reinterpret, accommodate, and spiritualize the Catholic
and Orthodox understanding of these words from Jesus’ own
lips.”

In next month’s article, we will continue Father Simeon’s
exegesis, showing how St. Peter guides us to the truth of
Jesus’s words. Jesus was not a madman. In the Eucharist,
God has “bestowed himself as man’s food.”

Spiritual Growth Committee members: Bonnie Moran — Chair; Dea-
con Paul Audette, Joan Talbot; Patti Walsh; Helen Hurley, and Kyle
Lewandowski. Fr. Niccolls, and Fr. Pagan as ex officio members.

NEW PARISHIONERS WELCOME!

Contact Annie Doyle at 508-450-4134 for an

Introduction to our ministries, our needs, and
your interests. We would enjoy talking with you.

Call the Parish Office with questions at 508-853-0183.

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in bat-
tle. Be our defense against the wickedness
and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince
of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God,
thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits,
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

We are honored and delighted to welcome you.
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